and said,
"Assuredly, I
say to you,
unless you
are converted
and become
as little
children, you
will by no
means enter
the kingdom
of heaven.
Therefore
whoever
humbles him-
self as this
little child is
the greatest
in the king-
dom of heav-

en.
~ (Matthew 18: 3 - 4)
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ﬂ% Two Saints, St Peter and St. Paul ‘%3

L
The Church celebrates the memory of the martyrdom of these two saints ,

on the 5th of Abib, which is the 12th of July. This feast is called in our f_%
Church "The Feast of the Apostles". Its date is unchanged every year. o
The Church venerates these two apostles very profoundly; it praises s

them and honors them exceedingly, especially in the Fraction prayer "

which we pray in the Divine Liturgy during the Fast of the Apostles up to [N/ | ‘z

the Feast of the Apostles. Although there are not many churches which - .

are called by their two names together, there is a church which is called

by their two names in the region of Amba Roueiss in Cairo, and another church which is

called by their two names in Los Angeles, California, USA. These two saints represent

two distinguished types with regards to their personality, mission, and style. Each one of

them has distinct characteristics. The Similarities Between Saints Peter and Paul

1. Both were Jews. The apostle Paul mentioned that he was a Jew, from the tribe of
Benjamin (Philippians 3:5). The Bible did not mention which tribe the apostle Peter
was from.

2. Both were called by the Lord.
Peter was "casting a net into the sea; for they were fishermen. Then He said to them:
"Follow Me, and | will make you fishers of men. They immediately left their nets and
followed Him" (Matt. 4: 18-20).

The Lord called Paul as "he journeyed to Damascus, and suddently a light shone
around him from heaven. Then he fell to the ground" Acts 9: 1 4), and the Lord called
him, sending him first to Ananias of Damascus. And as the Lord Jesus Christ called
him, also the Holy Spirit called him, and said: "Now separate to Me Barnabas and
Saul for the work to which | have called them." (Acts 13:2).

Likewise also, God the Father called him. The apostle St. Paul said about that: "But
when it pleased God, who separated me from my mother's womb and called me
through His grace, to reveal His Son in me, that | might preach Him among the Gen-
tiles, | did not immediately confer with flesh and blood, nor did | go up to Jerusalem to
those who were apostles before me." (Gal. 1: 15-17).

Thus we see that the apostle St. Paul was called by the three Persons, each sepa-
rately.

Although both the saint-apostles Peter and Paul were
likewise called by God, yet the manner of the call was
different; and also the number of the calls.

nens “\\/.—-\ mentns

3. The Lord changed the name of each of them.
Peter was called Simon, son of Jonah (John 21:15).
The Lord called him by the name of Peter. (Matt. 16:
17,18). The name of Saul was changed into Paul. At
the beginning of his call, the Lord called him by the
name of Saul (Acts 9:4). During his predication, He
called him by the name of Paul (Acts 23:11).
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%* Weekly Message from HG Bishop Daniel =~ =

Gospel reading: Matthew 18:1-9
“Who is the greatest” and “Temptations to sin”
-
In the gospel reading of today, the Lord is giving us 2 important
messages...
the 1% message concerns ‘who is the greatest in the kingdom of
heaven’
the 2" message concerns ‘the temptations to sin’
+++
"Who then is greatest in the kingdom of heaven?" (v1)

The 1% thing that Jesus notices is the desire of the disciples for
glory, and so, He wants to give them a lesson in humility.

In this way, our beloved Lord is like the good farmer, who when he sees a thorn bush
growing, he immediately pulls it out from the root, in order to stop it from growing.
Our Lord is giving us an example of how we must kill any bad habit from the begin-
ning, before it grows and becomes hard to get rid of.

"Assuredly, | say to you, unless you are converted and become as little children,
you will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven” (v3)...

Why does the Lord use the example of children? It is because children have important
characteristics that the Lord wants all of us to have...
Children are simple and innocent
Children believe with faith
Children always walk after their parents
Children always hold the hands of the parents
Children love those around them
Children do not know how to hate others or do evil to others
Children are not proud
Children don’t care about riches
Children believe what they have been told as the truth
Children don’t know how to stay angry for a long time
Children are pure in their thoughts and their deeds
Children are innocent of sin

Therefore, in all these things, if we become like children, through living a holy life, then
we will enter the kingdom of heaven.
+++

“Woe to the world because of offences!” (v7)

Why is the Lord cursing the world? It is because even after our beloved Lord — who is
the good doctor — came to the earth to heal us — we are still refusing His medicine, and
we prefer to stay sick.

What which world is our beloved Lord speaking about??
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"% Weekly Message from HG Bishop Daniel ~ =

There are 2 worlds: St John speaks of one world in John 1:10, when he writes, “The
world did not know Him”, and St Paul speaks of the 2" world in 2 Corinthians 5:19,
when he writes: “God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself.”

So there is an evil world, and there is a good world.

In the evil world, are all the evil people of this world — and this is what verse 7 refers to.
And there is a good world, where all the good people of this world are.

It is like a tree — a tree can be full of leaves, and also full of fruit at the same time. But
one thing is taken away by the wind, and another is taken away by the farmer.

So when you hear the words, “Woe to the world because of offences!” don’t be
afraid — because if you love the Lord and keep His commandments in your heart, then
you will not be tempted to sin, even though you are living in the same world as others
who may be sinful.

“If your hand or foot causes you to sin, cut it off and cast it from you.” (v8)

What is the Lord talking about in this verse? Does He mean our body parts? No — in
fact, the verse has a spiritual meaning...

The Lord means, we should cut ourselves from those who cause us to sin, because bad
company corrupts good habits.

So the Lord is telling us in a very strong way, that we must separate from all friends who
cause us to sin.

But take care of the Lord’s words — He is not only saying, “Woe to the world because
of offences!” (v7), but He is also saying, “woe to that man by whom the offence
comes!” (V7).

This means that God will give a great punishment to the person who causes others to
fall into sin!

By the Lord’s words, He is saying that if you stay friends with bad company, then you
will destroy yourself. But if you cut them off, then you will save yourself.

Therefore, if your friends cause you harm — even if they are friendly with you, cut them
offl

The Lord tells us the example of cutting off the limbs, because if one part of our body is
infected, then it can spread to the whole body, and may even kill us! That’'s why we
have to stop and destroy the infection very quickly!

Glory be to God.
Bishop Daniel
Bishop of the Coptic Orthodox Diocese of Sydney & Affiliated Regions
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& St. Moses the BIack g, sichop vousser

Meditation helped one revered desert father guard against the re-emergence of the
demons from his past, enrich his fledgling spiritual life and find internal peace. Such
was the man, St. Moses the Black, who was born in Ancient Africa around the fourth
century. He was an escaped slave of an Egyptian government official who was sus-
pected of theft and murder. Following his escape, he became the leader of a notorious
mob of 75 robbers that terrorized and wreaked havoc along the Nile River Valley.
This was certainly not a very great beginning to be recorded of a saint whose power at
that time was not in his mind but in the debauchery of evil deeds he would wield.

St. Moses, also known as the Ethiopian, was a large and foreboding man whose fame
was grounded in seeking vengeance and spreading violence. Hiding from local author-
ities, St. Moses took refuge among monks in a colony in the desert of Scetis, near Al-
exandria. The meditation and prayerful dedication of their lives, as well as their inner
peace and contentment, helped St. Moses find the meaning of life and end his journey
in seeking out the one eternal and true God of the Universe. St. Moses was to discover
happiness in his life, a peaceful meditative, soul settling type of happiness which
would forever turn his life toward the Lord Jesus Christ.

In its infancy, his now new found spirituality immediately confronted a difficult time
while he was adjusting to monastic life. Soon, while in his cell, St. Moses was at-
tacked by a band of robbers. He fought them overpowering them with his physical
prowess, and then dragged them to the chapel where the other monks were at solemn
prayer. He abruptly reported to the monks that he didn't think it was Christian to hurt
the robbers further and asked what he should do with the captured robbers before
them. According to tradition, the extremely overwhelmed robbers repented, con-
fessed, converted, and entered monasticism under the leadership of their captor, St.
Moses the Black.

Through sober meditation and continued renewal of the inner man, St. Moses the
Black discovered the deepest part of human nature, the love and peace of God, which
only few have ever found. For it is written, "Therefore we do not lose heart. Even
though our outward man is perishing, yet the inward man is being renewed day by
day" (II Corinthians 4:16).

St. Moses the Black grew to become an effective prophetic spiritual leader. He was
known for his wisdom, as well as his non-judgmental attitude towards others. The sto-
ry of St. Moses the Black's sandbag is known by all. Once a brother had been caught
in a particular sin, and the abbot of the monastery asked St. Moses to join council that
would convict the monk. He reluctantly came to the council, carrying on his back a
leaking bag of sand. Seeing this strange scene, the brothers asked him the significance
of it. He simply said, "This sand is my sins which are trailing out behind me, while I
go to judge the sins of another." At such a reply the brothers forgave the offender and
decided to focus on their own salvation rather than their brother’s sins.

Many historians have marked the saint's greeting of the invaders with open arms by
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honoring him as "the apostle of non-violence." He became transfigured (the final con-
summation of his earthly life) by his love for the Lord Jesus Christ and his diligence to
be blameless. "...be diligent to be found by Him in peace, without spot and blame-
less" (II Peter 3:14). Such is said of the transfiguration of St. Moses the Black.

In 405 ADS, at age 75, St Moses welcomed a martyr's death when his monastery was
attacked by a group of marauding renegades. Refusing to allow the monks to retaliate to
the terrorism about to befall them and requesting all the monks to retreat rather than
take up the sword; he and seven other monks remained behind and greeted the barbari-
ans with open arms, at which time he was martyred by the bandits.

It is said that through meditation the desert fathers learned to accept self, others, and
any circumstance. Inasmuch, meditation then taught him acceptance of all things. St.
Moses had to learn to accept himself including his past; "Which of you by worrying can
add one cubit to his stature?" (Matthew 6:2); others "And why do you look at the speck
in your brother’s eye..." (Matthew 7:3); and his current circumstance, "for [ have
learned in whatever state I am, to be content" (Philippians 4:11).

In contemplation, we are all called to think, contemplate, and search for the deepest part
of our human nature. Just as St. Moses the Black had discovered that no matter what
our past may hold, or how gloomy life may be, hope is never gone for the person who
continues to meditate, reflect and do some serious soul renewal with the Lord their God
as their source of inspiration.

Let us all pray, "Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things are noble,
whatever things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever
things are of good report, if there is any virtue and if there is anything praiseworthy—
meditate on these things" (Philippians 4:8) as did the renewed inner man of St. Moses
the Black before us, Amen.
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St Shenouda Feast Celebration
At

St Shenouda Monaste

-Sydney.

(Sat. & Sun : 14 & 15 July 2018).

Feast of 5t. Shenouda. (Actual Day: Satarday 14/7/2018).

The Holy Litmgy (Then Giving of Presents)

Lunch

Procession around the Monastery

Vesper Prayers

Vigils, Hymns, Midnight Praises
Feast of St. Bishoy.

: The first Holy Litmgy
9-30azmn 12-00pm The second Holy Litmrgy. (Giving of Presents)
12-00pm 1:00 pm Lunch.
1.00pm 2 Procession around the Monastery OR Meeting With Sayvedna,
5:00 pm 5-30 pm Sunset prayers at the Chwrch

H G Bishop Anba Daniel (Bishop & Abbot of St Shenouda Monastery, Sydney-Australia)
is welcoming everyone to come and benefit spiritually. May the intercession of St

Shenouda strengthen and preserve us All in the days of our Sojourn. Amen.
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Bishop Anba Daniel.
3/6/2018.
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% He is Useful to Me for Ministry %ﬁ*

1 I

When we speak of the apostles we generally speak of their achievements and success-
es. This is often not the full story. St Mark, who was a young man, had his fair share of
failures at the beginning of his ministry. In the gospel of Mark he tells us how he es-
caped the scene of Jesus’ crucifixion naked (Mark 14:50-52). As well as this, in the
book of Acts we are told that Mark refused to go with the apostles because he seemed
to have been homesick and preferred to return to his mum in Jerusalem. We know that
this angered St Paul and made him refuse to take Mark with him to serve, in turn affect-
ing St Mark’s reputation.

The incidences at the beginning of St Mark’s ministry affected his reputation within the
church. St Paul had to send special instructions for the church to receive St Mark, rec-
ommending Mark for the service. St Paul stated “Mark the cousin of Barnabas, con-
cerning whom you have received instructions — if he comes to you, receive him” (Col.
4:10) saving St Mark’s reputation in the church from going down the drain.

A lot of us may fall into this sort of situation at some point in our lives. A situation where
we have made mistakes in the past and gotten a reputation for being lousy servants.
This is a hurtful situation to be in, gaining a bad reputation from a single past experi-
ence. Despite the hurt, St Mark didn’t let this affect him. He became motivated to serve
and his motivation never died out notwithstanding his personal weaknesses and exter-
nal pressures. St Mark got back into service through a mentor, his cousin, Barnabas.
He was a mentor who believed in him and his motivation for service, a mentor who saw
past all his weaknesses and the opinions of men and brought him back into the service.
A few years later, after overcoming his weakness, we hear of St Mark’s many amazing
achievements! He preached the gospel to Alexandria, Egypt and his account of the life
of Jesus became the venerated second gospel. Above all this, the greatest achieve-
ment of all was that he was finally martyred in the name of Christ.

So if you may have stopped serving for any reason, or if something has happened in
the past or something is still happening, like a clash with a well-respected servant like
St Paul and St Mark, know that it is not the end of your story. There are many different

areas in service
where you can

He is Useful

to e for Ministi \/

thrive and one
day this well re-
BY Fr Anthony St Shenoudao

spected servant
will say (about
you) “Get Mark
and bring him
with you, for he is
useful to me for
ministry” (2 Timo-
thy 4:11).
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(& Saint Severus the Great pal
%'\ Patriarch of Antioch and All the East o5

-

Following Anastasius' death and his succession by Emperor Justin
Lin July 518, the bishops of Syria Secunda travelled to Constanti-
nople and clamoured for Severus' deposition. Justin demanded
Severus affirmed the Council of Chalcedon, to which the saint
refused, and the emperor subsequently ordered Irenaeus, Count of
the East, to arrest Severus and cut out his tongue.

Saint Theodora, wife of Justinian, Justin's nephew and heir,
discovered Justin's orders and warned Severus. On 25 September
518, the saint fled Antioch by boat to Alexandria, where he was
well received by Pope Timothy III of Alexandria and the city's
inhabitants. Severus' arrival in Egypt is celebrated by the Coptic
Orthodox Church on 12 October.Despite his deposition, Severus
did not cease to be seen as the legitimate Patriarch of Antioch by
non-Chalcedonians.

During his exile in Egypt, Severus resided at the Monastery of
Ennaton with Pope Timothy,and is known to have performed a
number of miracles.He completed his three volume book, /iber
contra impium grammaticum, against John of Caesarea in c.
519.In his exile, Julian of Halicarnassus also took up residence at
the Monastery of Ennaton and exchanged letters with Severus on
the topic of the body of Christ. Whereas Julian had adopted aphthartodocetism, which ar-
gued that the body of Christ was incorruptible, Severus argued that the body of Christ was
corruptible. He wrote five treatises against Julian, who responded in peri aphtharsias and
an apologia. The non-Chalcedonian community was quickly divided between "Severians",
followers of Severus, and aphthartodocetae, and divisions remained unresolved until 527.
Emperor Justinian, who succeeded his uncle Justin in 527, held a three-day synod at

the Palace of Hormisdas in the spring of 532 at Constantinople to restore unity to the church
through dialogue between five Chalcedonians and five or more non-Chalcedonians. The
emperor invited Severus and promised immunity, however, he chose not to attend on the
grounds of age and as he was accused of corruption and bribery, which he vehemently de-
nied. At the invitation of Justinian, in the winter of 534/535, Severus travelled to Constanti-
nople alongside Peter of Apamea and the monk Zooras. At this time, Anthimus, Archbishop
of Trebizond, was consecrated Patriarch of Constantinople and refused to affirm the Coun-
cil of Chalcedon. Severus successfully convinced Anthimus to adopt a position in line with
himself and Pope Theodosius I of Alexandria.

Severus' fortunes were quickly overturned as Pope Agapetus I of Rome arrived at Constan-
tinople in March 536. Agapetus swayed Justinian to adopt a firm Chalcedonian position and
Anthimus was replaced by Menas. Menas held a synod from 2 May to 4 June, at the conclu-
sion of which Severus, Anthimus, Peter of Apamea, and Zooras were excommunicated. On
6 August 536, Justinian issued an edict that charged Severus, Anthimus, Peter, and Zooras
with Nestorianism and Eutychianism, banned Severus' books, and banished them from the
capital and all major cities.

Severus fled Constantinople with the aid of Empress Theodora and returned to Egypt. He
resided at the residence of Dorotheus in the city of Sakha until his death on 5 February

538. Dorotheus had Severus' body moved to the Zogag Monastery, and the relocation of the
saint's body is celebrated on 19 December.
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Through the grace of God, the Diocese was blessed with
the ordination of Fr. Salib Salib for the parish of St.
George & Prince Theodore Coptic Orthodox Church,
Liverpool , Fr Metaos, general priest.

H.G. Bishop Daniel performed the "laying of the hands”
on Saturday the 7th of July 2018, at St Anthony & St
Paul’s Coptic Orthodox Church, Guildford.

This blessed event was attended by several visiting
Bishops, priests from the diocese & the community. We
pray that the Lord grant Fr. Salib Salib , Fr Metaos eve-
ry wisdom, love, and peace as he begins his new service
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fifth year commemoration of the late Mr. Ghobrial Sidrak.
All the memories we shared... will remain in our heart forever... it wish there could be more
You are never to be forgotten.

The 40th day commemoration of our beloved husband, father, grandfather
and great grandfather Mourad Salib may God rest his soul in peace, will
be held on Saturday 28/7/18at St. Mark coptic orthodox church during the
mass

He was the husband of Alice Salib, father of Souzan Gad wife of Dr Monier
Gad, Laura Malek wife of Dr Assad Malek, Claire Rewais wife of Dr Osa-
ma Rewais.
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